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The   ,  Squalus  acanthias,  is  listed  as  ‘Vulnerable’  on  the  IUCN  Red  List  of  
Threatened  SpeciesTM.  This  relatively  small  shark  is  principally  found  in  coastal  waters  of  the  

eastern  and  western  Atlantic,  the  southern  coasts  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  the  eastern  

this  shark  is  vulnerable  to  overexploitation  because  of  its  late  maturity,  low  reproductive  

capacity,  and  long  generation  time.  It  also  has  the  longest  pregnancy  of  any  animal.  Two  

subpopulations  in  the  northwest  and  northeast  Atlantic  Ocean  are  considered  to  be  at  

particularly  high  risk.

stock  declines,  very  few  conservation  or  management  measures  are  in  place  for  the  Spiny  

only  exception  is  in  New  Zealand,  where  quotas  have  been  introduced  to  limit  catches  to  

sustainable  levels.
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