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The  Common  Skate,  Dipturus  batis,  is  listed  as  ‘Critically  Endangered’  on  the  IUCN  Red  List  
of  Threatened  Species™.  The  largest  European  ray,  growing  to  at  least  two  metres  in  length,  it  

is  found  in  the  northeastern  Atlantic  Ocean  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea.

The  Common  Skate  was  once  one  of  the  most  abundant  rays  in  the  northeast  Atlantic  and  

made  up  a  large  part  of  commercial  catches.  Since  then,  it  has  undergone  dramatic  declines,  

bycatch,  its  long  lifespan  and  slow  maturation  mean  the  Common  Skate  has  little  ability  to  

world.

North  Sea  and  Mediterranean.  Suitable  non-­trawling  areas  may  also  be  needed  to  protect  both  

adults  and  eggs  from  capture  by  trawling  gear.
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