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	   Species e-Bulletin

     News from the IUCN Species Survival Commission and the IUCN Species Programme


	
	February 2010

The monthly e-Bulletin supplements Species, the published newsletter of the Species Programme and the SSC. It aims to keep staff, members and the wider IUCN network up-to-date with Species news and announcements. 2009 issues are available on the Species homepage. 

 

	
	Headline News

	
	The Mediterranean Red List On Line

The IUCN Mediterranean Red List programme is pleased to announce a new regional section on the IUCN Red List website, which highlights the outcomes of the Mediterranean Red List initiative. An ongoing process that aims at assessing more than 2000 Mediterranean species according to the IUCN Regional Red Listing Guidelines, the initiative provides information on the conservation status of the fauna and flora of the Mediterranean region, an area considered as a global biodiversity hotspot at both terrestrial and marine levels.  Full story Espagnol

	
	IUCN Red List and Criteria version 3.1 now available in Arabic

IUCN-Med is pleased to announce that the IUCN Red List Categories and Criteria version 3.1 has now been published in Arabic, with the support of the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation and Development (AECID), and the objective of promoting red listing in Arabic countries at national and regional levels. The “Guidelines for Application of IUCN Red List Criteria at Regional levels” also in Arabic will be published later during the year.  Full story Français Espagnol Arabic

	
	World's most endangered primates revealed

Mankind’s closest living relatives – the world’s apes, monkeys, lemurs and other primates – are on the brink of extinction and in need of urgent conservation measures according to Primates in Peril: The World’s 25 Most Endangered Primates, 2008–2010.  The report, compiled by 85 experts from across the world, reveals that nearly half of all primate species are now in danger of becoming extinct from destruction of tropical forests, illegal wildlife trade and commercial bushmeat hunting.  Full story Espagnol

	
	Trondheim conference calls for new biodiversity targets

High level IUCN representatives were among the keynote speakers at the Sixth Trondheim Conference on Biodiversity held in Norway at the beginning of February.  The main objectives of the conference were to consider the lessons learned from the 2010 biodiversity target and to provide the Convention on Biological Diversity with a sound basis for developing post-2010 biodiversity targets. IUCN President, Ashok Khosla and Jane Smart, Director of IUCN's Biodiversity Conservation Group, addressed the conference.  Full story

	
	Whales, dolphins and porpoises threatened by over-fishing

For many years, fisheries activities have increasingly placed pressure on the world’s fish stocks, but a recent scientific report, launched this week by the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (UNEP/CMS), outlines the gravity of the consequences for another group of animals: the toothed whales.  Data from the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ supports the report, which reveals that whales, dolphins and porpoises are currently suffering dramatic declines as a result of becoming entangled, and consequently drowned, in the astonishing variety of fishing equipment in use throughout our oceans, including trawls and longlines. The report states that 86% of all toothed whale species are at major risk of becoming accidentally trapped as by-catch, and that 13 species of toothed whale are also struggling to cope with dwindling food supplies as a result of over-fishing.  Full story  Chinese  

	
	

	
	Specialist Group News

	
	John Thorbjarnarson – Crocodile Specialist Group member 

Grahame Webb CSG Chair writes: John Thorbjarnarson passed away on 14 February 2010, in a hospital in New Delhi, India. It appears that he had complications arising from cerebral malaria.  It is hard to encapsulate the personal and professional loss that this means to many CSG members.  At a professional level JT was one of the rare CSG members who did a great deal of very sound biological and ecological research in the field, on a number of different species of crocodilians, and then - particularly through his position with the Wildlife Conservation Society - worked tirelessly in many countries, with many challenging crocodilian conservation and biological problems, always encouraging and helping a  new and growing cadre of people.  He was always available to the cast a discerning eye on issues forwarded to him, and his opinions often became CSG policy on particular problems. At a personal level he was a true and close friend of many CSG members.  I know that all CSG members will be greatly saddened by this tragedy, and will want to express their condolences to his family. 


	
	Nesting of Loggerhead Turtles in Pakistan confirmed by Marine Turtle SG Co-Chair Nicolas Pilcher

KARACHI February 14: Renowned turtle expert Nicolas J Pilcher, who was in Karachi for a seminar on threats to the turtles in Pakistan has confirmed that a third species, the Loggerhead was also nesting on these shores.  Until now the only two species recorded nesting in the country were the green turtles (Chelonia mydas) and a smaller number of Olive Ridleys (Lepidochelys olivacea). By far the most widespread nesting is by the green turtle, from the eastern shores of Sindh Province all the way to the western shores of Balochistan. Full story


	
	Biodiversity: My hotel in action - the video

A video designed to make the hotel industry more aware of the importance of biodiversity has been launched by IUCN, in partnership with Accor, the European leader in hotels.  From cotton towels and sheets in guest rooms, to food in the restaurant and wood used for furniture and fittings, the products of biodiversity are everywhere inside hotels. Outside, plants and animals make a hotel’s public spaces and gardens attractive for guests, while beyond the hotel gates, parks, green spaces, coasts and natural habitats provide guests with opportunities for recreation and enjoyment. Restaurant chefs, spa managers, interior designers and shopkeepers all have a role to play. Their seafood choices in the menus, selection of medicinal and aromatic plants for the spas, use of live animals and plants in hotel grounds, selection of wildlife-based souvenirs, offers of excursions, all contribute to the overall impact on biodiversity.  To address these challenges, IUCN, in partnership with Accor, has developed an introductory video about the relevance of biodiversity to the hotel sector.  Full story and video clip


	
	Announcements

	
	IOBC Workshops on Biological Control and Management, 1-5 November 2010, Nairobi

These workshops on the seriously damaging invasive weeds Chromolaena odorata, other Eupatorieae and Parthenium hysterophorus aim to bring together international researchers, to disseminate information on these weeds and their management, to increase collaboration amongst researchers regionally and globally, to optimise resources for their control and for technology transfer (supply of biocontrol agents to other countries).  More information here, registration here. Contact Dr C. Zachariades (ZachariadesC@arc.agric.za)

	
	Species of the Day now on iGoogle

As part of our efforts to raise awareness during 2010, the International Year of Biodiversity, IUCN launched a special online feature called Species of the Day. Every day a different species representing the diverse range of animal and plant life is highlighted in a button on the IUCN homepage and other websites. Now, iGoogle is offering IUCN’s Species of the Day to its tens of millions of users around the globe. What this means is that anyone can add this feature to their personal iGoogle page with a click of a button. Taking action is simple. Just follow this link:

http://www.google.ch/ig/adde?hl=fr&moduleurl=http://sotd-gadget.googlecode.com/svn/trunk/sotdGadget.xml&source=imag

	
	National Biodiversity Indicators Portal: Supporting biodiversity indicators for regional and national use

The 2010 Biodiversity Indicators Partnership is not just about improving global‐scale indicators,

but it is equally a two‐way process supporting national and regional development of indicators,

which in turn enrich the global indicators.  Since its establishment the 2010 BIP has been actively involved in supporting regions and nations in biodiversity indicator development, running a series of regional capacity building workshops across the globe.  In order to share the Partnership’s extensive knowledge and experience in regional and national indicator development the 2010 BIP has created the National Biodiversity Indicators Portal. This portal, a companion website to the main 2010 BIP site (www.twentyten.net), is the only online resource for countries and regions looking to develop and use biodiversity indicators. As well as providing guidance and support through both online materials and

resources for download, the Portal allows nations to share their experiences and lessons learnt

in indicator development.  Access the portal here http://www.bipnational.net/


	
	HWCC/Smithsonian/George Mason Univ. Partnership - New Training

The Human-Wildlife Conflict Collaboration (HWCC) has recently partnered with the Smithsonian Institute and George Mason University to offer Conservation Conflict Resolution training. This is a 10 day, 3 credit graduate course and professional development training course to be held May 13-22, 2010 just outside of Washington,DC, USA. Some scholarship options may be available. For more information, please contact: Francine Madden, Executive Director, Human-Wildlife Conflict Collaboration (HWCC) at fmmadden@comcast.net and see www.humanwildlifeconflict.org

	
	Large Pelagic Fish Species website

For those interested in the debate regarding the status of populations of large fish species (i.e., "the 90% are gone" topic), the following web site addresses the issue in some detail and some countervailing opinions are presented. More information


	
	IUCN webpages for CBD issues in 2010

An IUCN webpage with information on the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has just been launched. This section of the website will provide information on IUCN’s preparations and policy positions for the numerous CBD meetings being held in 2010, the International Year of Biodiversity. IUCN CBD webpage


	
	Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) Calls for Proposals

The Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) announced March 1, 2010, that proposals are currently being accepted in the Polynesia-Micronesia biodiversity hotspot, as well as in the new hotspot of Maputaland-Pondoland-Albany (Swaziland, South Africa and Mozambique)
NGOs are invited to apply for a five-year grant to become the Regional Implementation Team that will lead implementation of a $5.5 million CEPF investment strategy for the Maputaland-Pondoland-Albany Hotspot. Deadline: April 5 2010

NGOs, community groups, private enterprises and other civil society applicants are invited to apply for CEPF grants in the Polynesia-Micronesia Hotspot. Deadline: April 9 2010

View both calls for proposals. 



	
	Alliance for Zero Extinction (AZE) Update – extension of deadline 

An email was sent to all SSC members on 1 February2010 announcing this opportunity to comment on the AZE update.  Matt Foster, coordinator of the initiative, writes this follow up message: 

“Thanks to all of you who have already contributed either through the forums or through direct e-mail.  We really appreciate it!  Given the need to continue to resolve some of the outstanding queries related to some of the sites and species, we would like to extend the comment period on the proposed revisions to the AZE dataset until March 31, 2010.  We hope this will also give everyone additional time to provide comments and input.  Thanks once again for your help!”  Go to the AZE update forum


	
	Efforts to investigate threats to South Africa’s Cape Parrot 

The Cape Parrot Poicephalus (robustus) robustus is highly threatened in South Africa irrespective of its taxonomic status (the Red Data Book for South African Birds regards it as a full species and lists it as critically endangered though BirdLife International and IUCN regard it as a subspecies of the Brown-necked Parrot P. robustus, which they treat globally as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List). The Cape Parrot is a habitat and a dietary nomadic dependent on Afromontane Yellowwood Podocarpus forest, which is suffering from loss and fragmentation. The bird has been subject to local poaching for several decades but owing to its rarity and greatly increased value, it is now almost certainly threatened by illegal international trade. This is difficult to prove in a large developing country where crime and corruption are common but it is being monitored. International trade is not currently listed as a primary threat so the species only has CITES Appendix 2 protection status. The entire global meta-population approximates 1000-1500 individuals scattered across a wide range, making census and protection difficult. Added to this, Cape Parrots are now suffering from a major outbreak of psittacine beak and feather disease, which can cause heavy mortality, particularly in young and malnourished birds. There is no treatment although research into producing and developing a vaccine is fairly well advanced. If you have more information on this species or would like to discuss its conservation further, please contact Mike Perrin at Perrin @ukzn.ac.za.

	
	IX Congreso Internacional de Manejo de Fauna Silvestre en la Amazonía y Latinoamérica 10 al 15 de mayo de 2010, Santa Cruz, Bolivia Informacion & inscripcion


	
	MPhil in Conservation Leadership, University of Cambridge 
The new MPhil degree in Conservation Leadership is a full-time, one-year, masters course, aimed at graduates of leadership potential with at least three to five years of relevant experience. The unique features of this course will be its delivery by a partnership between several university departments and conservation organizations based around Cambridge, together its emphasis on building leadership skills that improve the implementation of conservation. Consequently, the course aims to deliver a world-class and interdisciplinary education in Conservation Leadership that is not available elsewhere. The course is currently admitting its first students to start in October 2010. The closing date for receipt of applications for places and scholarship support is 30 April 2010.  The course is based in the University of Cambridge Department of Geography, which is working in collaboration with partners in the Cambridge Conservation Initiative (CCI) to deliver the course.  Further details on course structure, method of application, and scholarship support or contact the Director of Conservation Leadership: nigel.leader-williams@geog.cam.ac.uk   

	
	Publications

	
	Iberian Lynx Ex-situ Conservation: An Interdisciplinary Approach

Published by Fundación Biodiversidad in collaboration with the International Union for Conservation of Nature, Species Survival Commission (IUCN/SSC) Cat Specialist Group
Chief editor: Astrid Vargas (Director, Iberian Lynx Ex situ Conservation Programme; Spanish Ministry of the Environment) / Associated editors: Christine Breitenmoser & Urs Breitenmoser (Co-chairs, IUCN/SSC Cat Specialist Group)

This new publication represents the collaborative international work carried out towards the conservation of the Iberian lynx during the past five years, but also portrays similar studies and approaches from other felid species from various areas of the world. The book includes five sections and more than 200 photographs contributed by national and international photographers. The first part presents a review of the in situ situation and field conservation activities. The second part deals with genetic aspects and the behaviour and husbandry of Iberian lynx in captivity. The third part compiles papers on veterinary aspects and health issues, which became increasingly important in recent years. The fourth part looks at reproductive physiology of a variety of felid species, placing special emphasis on the latest findings on lynx reproduction. Lastly, the fifth part provides an overview of reintroduction techniques and case studies of felid reintroduction projects.  Although the book´s main language is English, abstracts and illustration captions from each chapter are presented in both English and Spanish; the prologue, preface and epilogue are also offered in both languages.  


	
	Spanish book on the Broom Hare of northern Spain

Members of the SSC Lagomorph Specialist Group have written a book on the Broom Hare of northern Spain (Lepus castroviejoi) titled “Situación y conservación de la liebre de priornal Lepus castroviiejoi en la Cordillera Cantàbrica”. It was produced by Fernando Ballesteros and Borja Palacios (editors)(2009) and has a preface written by Andrew Smith, Chair of the Lagomorph Specialist Group. The publication contains many photos and maps as well as a comprehensive bibliography. You can view the book and order it online at WEBORYX.COM or through the publication department in the Spanish Ministry of Environment at publicaciones@oapn.es. You can also find out more about the book and the species through contacting Fernando Ballesteros himself at fballes@terra.es

	
	Latest publications from the International Foundation for the Conservation of Wildlife (IGF)

· “Human-Wildlife Conflict in Africa - Causes, consequences and management strategies”– FAO Forestry Paper 157– 2009 (FAO & Fondation IGF) 
· “Managing the conflicts between people and lion - Review and insights from the literature and field experience”– FAO Wildlife Management Working Paper 13 – 2010 (FAO & Fondation IGF) 

	
	New book celebrates aquatic life in Africa’s Okavango Delta

IUCN and its partners recently unveiled a stunning new book that features one of the most globally-important and species-rich wetlands, the Okavango Delta, world-renowned for its unique ecological and economic role in southern Africa.
Okavango Delta: Floods of Life was released at an international symposium in February in Maun, Botswana, where several hundred wetland scientists have gathered to examine the effects of flood pulsing wetlands on biodiversity and people’s livelihoods. Published by IUCN and the Harry Oppenheimer Okavango Research Centre (HOORC) of the University of Botswana, with financial support from the European Union and the UK Darwin Initiative, the publication is designed to inspire the region’s decision makers to preserve this valuable delta, which provides so many goods and services, in addition to its natural beauty.  Full story  Order your copy from Earthprint


	
	Red List Workshop calendar

	
	Event

Asia Region
11-15 Jan 2010 dates tbc

Western Ghats Freshwater assessment training workshop. Coimbatore, India.

2010 dates tbc

(March-April)

Eastern Himalayas Freshwater Biodiversity Assessment – review workshop
2010 dates tbc 

(mid-2010)

Indo-Burma Freshwater Biodiversity Assessment – review workshop. Location tbc

Eastern and Southern Africa

Oceania
1-5 February 2010
New Caledonia reptiles Red List assessment workshop, Nouméa and Koohnê, New Caledonia
Meso America
Date change

April/May 2010  tbc

Marine Species: Sea Cucumbers Red List assessment workshop, Panama City, Panama.

Dec2009/Jan2010 

Mexican Freshwater Fish – Red List assessment workshop (dates tbc), Mexico

Europe
1-5 February 2010 
European Molluscs Red List assessment workshop, London (in collaboration with ZSL)

South America
West Asia

31 Jan – 01 Feb 2010

Red List Training workshop, Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

West and Central Africa
North America
2010

Sonoran Global Cactus Red List Assessment, Arizona.



	
	Other IUCN News

	
	CITES CoP15 meeting taking place 13-25 March

IUCN will be sending an IUCN delegation of fifteen members, comprised of IUCN Secretariat staff and SSC members, to the upcoming CITES CoP15 meeting which will take place March 13-25 in Doha, Qatar. CITES, which addresses international trade of endangered species, has an agenda for CoP15 that focuses on trade of elephants, Asian big cats, crocodiles and a variety of marine species such as sharks, bluefin tuna and corals. IUCN will be profiling the events and decisions of CoP15 on a day-by-day basis. For more information on CITES CoP15 please see www.cites.org and for IUCN’s coverage of the meeting please see: www.iucn.org .

	
	CEESP Newsletter

The latest edition of the newsletter of the IUCN Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy is available here

	
	Des animateurs de la CEC d’Afrique de l’Ouest et du Centre réunis en Sierra Leone

La réunion des animateurs de la commission d’éducation et de communication de l’UICN en Afrique centrale et occidentale s’est tenue du 4 au 5 février 2010 à Freetown en Sierra Leone. Elle a regroupé 16 animateurs issus de 12 pays (Bénin, Ghana, Mali, Sierra Leone, Sénégal, RDC, Guinée Bissau, Togo, Guinée, Libéria, Pays-Bas, Burkina Faso, Ireland).  Lire plus


	
	Can economics really save wild nature?

Global policy makers and business leaders should urgently address the growing biodiversity crisis, according to Pavan Sukhdev, a Special Adviser to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Green Economy Initiative.  Speaking at the annual Earthwatch Oxford lecture on 10 February, Mr. Sukhdev outlined the role business can play in redefining economics for the 21st century around a new sustainable model, which fundamentally values and protects the natural world.  Entitled ‘Can economics really save wild nature?’, the event was co-hosted by Earthwatch and strategy consultancy/think tank SustainAbility.  Around 300 people attended the event, including senior business leaders, opinion formers, and representatives from the science and NGO communities.  Earthwatch is an International NGO Member of IUCN.  Full story


	
	Mangroves to the rescue

Coastal ecosystems in the Pacific region are under severe threat. Increasing population, coastal development, squatter settlements and increasing demand for resources are having a serious impact. Climate change will only make things worse for these vulnerable coastal areas, and urgent action is needed to address the ongoing threats.  A new project named “Mangrove Ecosystems for Climate Change and Livelihoods” (MESCAL), will help Pacific islanders protect and conserve their mangroves to improve their livelihoods and build resilience to the impacts of climate change on coastal zones.  Full story


	
	Wild Talk February edition

· IUCN teams up with Nespresso IUCN is teaming up with Nestlé Nespresso to make the aluminium, which the company uses for its coffee capsules more sustainable. Wild Talk speaks to Andrea Athanas, from IUCN's Business and Biodiversity Programme, about the aluminium life cycle and the hope that this initiative will encourage others in the industry to follow suit.
· Green Glamour, biodiversity and the fashion industry Sustainable fashion is more than a hard-core environmentalist’s dream, it can also be trendy. Christina Dean, founder of Eco Chic fashion shows, brought her green catwalk to the UN headquarters in Geneva, and tells us about the concept. The fashion show marked the end of the two-day seminar organized by UNCTAD for the International Year of Biodiversity, to explore the role fashion industry can play in raising awareness and encouraging sustainable consumption patterns, Eduardo Escobedo from UNCTAD’s Bio Trade initiative explains.
· Restoring forests to improve livelihoods – four years of successes and influence. One-third of the earth is covered by forests, but half of them are degraded. In almost four years of existence, IUCN's Livelihoods and Landscape Strategy (LLS) has changed the lives of poor communities around the world by restoring forest services, improving livelihoods and creating means of income. Jamie Gordon, Knowledge Management Officer for LLS, describes a few of those success stories and explains how LLS experience has been adopted as a model by governments and donor organizations for new strategies.
· Drawing the future for forest communities Forest communities are using art to stake a claim on their future. As part of IUCN's Livelihoods and Landscapes Initiative, Intu Boedhihartono encourages local people to draw how they see the areas that they live in now and how they imagine they could change in a few years time. The visualisation techniques give forest communities a voice with policy makers so that they can help determine changes to the landscape which will affect them the most. Wild Talk spoke to Intu to find out how drawings can influence forests of the future. 

Download each of these podcasts at http://www.iucn.org/knowledge/news/wild_talk/


	For more information or if you wish to submit an item please contact 

Claire Santer – SSC Membership & Administrative  Assistant, Species Programme.




