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	   Species e-Bulletin

     News from the IUCN Species Survival Commission and the IUCN Species Programme


	
	January 2010

The monthly e-Bulletin supplements Species, the published newsletter of the Species Programme and the SSC. It aims to keep staff, members and the wider IUCN network up-to-date with Species news and announcements. 2009 issues are available on the Species homepage. 
 

	
	Headline News

	
	Discover biodiversity - every day

To help to promote the International Year of Biodiversity, increase awareness of the enormous variety of life on our planet, and raise the profile of threatened species, we have launched the IUCN Red List ‘Species of the Day’.  If you have not yet visited this site then click now!!

	
	Add Species of the Day to your website

For ‘Species of the Day’, we have created an eye-catching button to place on your website, which will link directly to our Species of the Day webpage.  It’s easy to use, simply ask your webmaster to embed the following code:   <iframe src="http://feeds.iucnredlist.org/species-of-the-day" frameborder="0" width="180" height="205" scrolling="no"></iframe>   Once this code has been added to your website, no further changes on your part are necessary. Even the picture on the button itself will change automatically each day! 

	
	Follow Species of the Day on Twitter!

Species of the Day now has its very own Twitter feed! Head over to http://twitter.com/speciesoftheday and follow us for daily Species of the Day tweets, and help us spread the word!

	
	Impact of nature’s invading aliens measured for first time

Invasive Alien Species, ranging from disease and plants, to rats and goats, are one of the top three threats to life on this planet, according to a new publication coordinated by the Global Invasive Species Programme (GISP), of which IUCN is a partner. Most countries have made international commitments to tackle this threat, but only half have introduced relevant legislation and even fewer are taking adequate action on the ground.  The publication, “Global indicators of biological invasion: species numbers, biodiversity impact and policy responses”, looked at 57 countries and found that, on average, there are 50 non-indigenous species per country which have a negative impact on biodiversity. The number of invasive alien species ranged from nine in Equatorial Guinea to 222 in New Zealand.  Full story

	
	It’s now or never to stop the biodiversity crisis

IUCN Director General Julia Marton-Lefèvre has sent a strong message to the global community at the UNESCO launch of the International Year of Biodiversity in Paris. She says we are all responsible for today’s biodiversity crisis and we must take immediate action to stop it.  Full story
International Year of Biodiversity - investing in nature, improving lives

The International Year of Biodiversity has been launched at a ceremony in Berlin with the German Chancellor Angela Merkel warning that the world will face "enormous costs" if no action is taken to tackle climate change and to secure biodiversity.  Full story

	
	Encourager la biodiversité dans les marques, labels et certifications de productions agricoles

La biodiversité est peu valorisée dans les signes de reconnaissance agricoles, c’est-à-dire les marques, labels, AOC ou certifications attribués à des productions de vins, fromages, viandes, fruits, légumes, céréales. Pourtant plusieurs mesures favorables à la biodiversité existent, elles demandent à être encouragées. C’est le résultat d’une étude publiée aujourd’hui par le Comité français de l’UICN, en partenariat avec la Fédération des Parcs naturels régionaux de France, qui a porté sur l’analyse d’une cinquantaine de signes reconnus en France.  Lire plus

	
	IUCN and TRAFFIC release CITES CoP15 Analyses of the Proposals

In preparation for the upcoming CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora) meeting (15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties, CoP15) that will be taking place 13 – 25 March 2010 in Doha, Qatar, IUCN and TRAFFIC have released the results of their Analyses of the Proposals to Amend the Appendices. Click here  to see the table of the analyses.



	
	Specialist Group News

	
	Salmon

SG Chair Pete Rand reports a conservation success story in Japan.   A deal has been struck with Oji Paper of Japan to place under protection over 2500 hectares of important riparian and floodplain habitat in one of the last remaining wild salmon rivers in Japan.  It is a fine example of balancing sustainable forestry practices, and river and wetland conservation.  The process was set in motion a number of years ago with a project initiated by the then IUCN Salmonid Specialist Group (SSG) Chair Xan Augerot.  As the Red List Authority Focal Point for the IUCN SSG at the time, Pete led the Red List assessment for Sakhalin taimen, (Hucho perryi, Japanese common name Itou), along with a group of Russian and Japanese specialists.  The species was categorized Critically Endangered.  Key among the conservation recommendations was to establish protected areas for the species.  Brian Caouette, with the Wild Salmon Center, was instrumental in working with Oji Paper and a number of Japanese partners to establish this agreement.  Michio Fukushima, an IUCN SSG member and a research scientist with the National Institute for Environment Studies in Japan, played a key role in making this happen and has been nominated to the conservation council that will oversee conservation activities and research in this new protected area.   This is a great accomplishment, and helps chart a new course for protecting a most unusual fish!   Full details

	
	Cuban Plants
Chair Angela Leiva reports on the assessment of the conservation status of native plants (target two of the Global Strategy for Plant Conservation) undertaken at the 2009 annual meeting of the Cuban Plant Specialist Group (CPSG) held in the National Botanic Garden, Cuba Full report

	
	Anteater, Sloth and Armadillos

We are happy to inform you that the most recent issue of Edentata, the newsletter of the IUCN/SSC Anteater, Sloth and Armadillo Specialist Group, is now available! In this issue, you will find articles on such diverse topics as the ecology of giant armadillos (Priodontes maximus), diet of silky anteaters (Cyclopes didactylus), or distribution of maned three-toed sloths (Bradypus torquatus).  Edentata has been converted into an electronic journal.  Download Edentata 8-10 (as well as all previous issues) from the Specialist Group's new website.

	
	Small Carnivores

The latest edition of Small Carnivore Conservation is available on the Small Carnivore SG webpages – click here to access

	
	Afrotheria 

The Afrotheria SG has a new website location. The new edition of its newsletter, Afrotherian Conservation (December 2009), is available here. This annual newsletter aims to exchange information on golden moles, sengis, hyraxes, tenrecs and the aardvark. In 2009, newsletter editor PJ Stephenson conducted a review of Afrotherian Conservation to determine how readers and group members felt the publication could be improved - this is in the December issue and may be useful to other Specialist Groups. Feedback showed approval of its aim, format, content and frequency, with a clear preference for sections that profile target species and list the latest publications. Proposed improvements include more review articles, progress reports on conservation and research projects, French articles, illustrations and photos. Members also want to receive information on funding and job opportunities. The group now aims to increase the circulation of the publication.  If you would like to receive the newsletter directly by email, contribute to future editions, or if you have any other queries, please contact PJ Stephenson (pjstephenson@wwfint.org) or the group’s chair, Galen Rathbun (grathbun@calacademy.org).



	
	Rhinos

The latest newsletter (no.18) of the Rhino Resource Centre is available here

	
	Cats

The Cat SG has released a new edition of Cat News on its website. It also has a new Project of the Month on Fishing Cat conservation in Thailand and a new membership directory has also been uploaded to the website.  Upcoming meetings for the group are on the Asiatic Cheetah of Iran (March in Switzerland) and a training course on cat conservation methodologies (February / March in Switzerland).

	
	Tapirs

The Tapir Specialist Group has just released the official website of the Lowland Tapir Conservation Initiative.  It is called “Blog da Anta” and is online here. The website includes information about the Lowland Tapir Initiative, general information about tapirs, the conservation status of lowland tapirs as well as a photo gallery, gift shop and blog among other features. The website is also linked directly to the website of the IUCN/SSC Tapir Specialist Group (TSG).

	
	Galliformes

The Galliforme Specialist Group has released Issue 2 of its newsletter “Gallinformed”. This issue focuses on such topics as “How BirdLife and the Galliforme Specialist Group work together” and “Hainan peacock-pheasant: Another CR species for the IUCN Red List?” as well as a number of research reports, comments / letters, news, recent papers and upcoming events. Issue 3 is planned to be released in May of 2010. 

	
	Lagomorphs

The Lagomorph SG announces the release of several publications and some upcoming events. The book, “Historiad del Pastizal:  La Liebre de Tehuantepec”, addresses the status of the endangered Tehuantepec Jackrabbit from southern Mexico which is among the largest of all lagomorphs but of which there are fewer numbers existing than the Giant Panda or Tiger. The book outlines the natural history of the jackrabbit and the role it plays in the local ecosystem.  Produced by Consuelo Lorenzo on behalf of the SG with a prologue by Chair Andrew Smith it is illustrated with many colour photographs and is in both Spanish and English.  Available for only the postage fee, email clorenzo@ecosur.mx if you would like a copy. 
Lagomorph events: 
November 2009: the California Pika Summit was held in Davis, California which established the California Pika Consortium click here for details 
March 2010:  meetings on the European Rabbit in Spain and the American Pika in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 
April 2010:  Andrew Smith & David Hafner have a paper coming out in the Journal of Mammalogy defining 5 subspecies (down from 36) for the American pika.


	
	Announcements

	
	Message from IUCN President Ashok Khosla

Une très BONNE ANNÉE …. et une vraie décennie de transformation !
Ensemble nous pouvons y réussir !
Veuillez cliquer sur : http://www.khosla.in/2010NY-FR.aspx
Have a GREAT Year . . . and a TRULY Transformative Decade!
Together, we can make it happen!
Please click on:    http://www.khosla.in/2010NY-EN.aspx
¡Un muy buen Año………y una década de verdadera transformación!
 ¡Juntos podemos lograrlo!
Por favor pulse en:  http://www.khosla.in/2010NY-ES.aspx


	
	IUCN Red List logo & threatened categories scale materials available 

We now have ‘Zoo info pack’ containing the IUCN Red List logo, scale and guidelines which we will be rolling out to zoos and aquariums over the coming months. At present, 15 zoos/aquariums are in the process of incorporating the logo and scale into their enclosure signage, and it is hoped that in 2010 more and more zoos/aquariums will follow suit.  Click to view examples of the logo and scale in use (thank you Edinburgh Zoo and Bristol Zoo).  To obtain the information pack contact LeighAnn.hurt@iucn.org 



	
	New SSC Steering Committee members

Dr Maj de Poorter. Maj de is a Belgian national, resident in New Zealand since 1988. She worked for the SSC Invasive Species Specialist Group from 1998 to 2008 and has a deep knowledge of the SSC. She is particularly strong on invasive species and on biodiversity policy, and has long involvement with the IUCN Antarctica Committee. She also fills our current gap from Oceania. Maj now works for the Royal Forest and Bird Society, an IUCN Member.
Mr Jeffrey McNeely. Jeff does not need any introduction to Council members. Following his retirement from the IUCN Secretariat, Jeff has agreed to take on the role of Chair of the Red List Committee (RLC – previously the Biodiversity Assessments Sub-Committee).  The RLC Chair is a key position and therefore needs a seat also on the SSC Steering Committee. In this role, Jeff will be responsible for helping to position the IUCN Red List more strategically in the many international and national negotiations currently taking place, and promoting the application of the Red List nationally and internationally. In particular, he will be responsible for engaging the Red List Partner organisations with the SSC and the IUCN Secretariat to ensure smooth functioning of the Red List process.
Dr Mark Stanley Price. Mark has long experience of the SSC, having Chaired the SSC Re-introduction Specialist Group from 1988 to 2000.  He was Chief Executive of the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust from 2001 to 2008, and is now a visiting fellow at the Wildlife Conservation Research Unit in the University of Oxford.  Mark has agreed to become chair of the new SSC Species Conservation Planning Sub-Committee, which will be responsible for helping SSC Specialist Groups to move beyond Red Listing to implement our new guidelines “Strategic Planning for Species Conservation”. Mark will also be assisting Fred Launay in the redevelopment of the Re-introduction Guidelines, in particular to take account of climate change. I would like to record special thanks to the Al Ain Wildlife Park and Resort, and to Fred Launay in particular, for making the funding available to enable Mark to take up these extremely important roles for SSC.



	
	New SSC role for Mike Hoffmann

Mike Hoffmann started as SSC Senior Scientific Officer on 15 January making a transition from the IUCN Secretariat (where he was Head of the Biodiversity Assessment Unit in the Species Programme) to the Commission. Those of you who know Mike will be aware of how uniquely qualified he is to take on this new role. He will be based most of the time in the UNEP-WCMC offices in Cambridge, with regular visits to Bath where the SSC Chair office is based. Mike will take on a lot of work supporting and guiding the SSC, freeing Simon Stuart to do more strategic work.  

	
	Earthscan manual of in-situ conservation of crop wild relatives
Our partners in a crop wild relative project based at Bioversity are looking for people with practical experience of species/population monitoring to assess the effectiveness of conservation actions to contribute to a manual on in situ conservation of crop wild relatives. It is not necessary to be an expert in crop wild relatives specifically.  Additionally, contributions to a chapter on partnership-building in conservation are sought.  Contact Julie.griffin@iucn.org for more information

	
	International Year of Biodiversity - materials 

The messages and branding of the IYB are one of its strongest assets.  The network of IUCN, including its CEC, played a role in their development and we are looking forward to their extensive use.  Please go to www.cbd.int/2010/logo and to download the logo and find information products that are ready. At www.cbd.int/2010/resources.


	
	European LIFE projects 

LIFE is the EU’s financial instrument supporting environmental and nature conservation projects throughout the EU.  Featured projects include a study of the European souslik showing that nearly half of the population is endangered and a project to reintroduce the Iberian lynx into the wild.  Read more


	
	Publications

	
	Current Conservation Issue 3.2 - Available on line here

	
	Red List Workshop calendar

	
	Event

Asia Region
11-15 Jan 2010 dates tbc

Western Ghats Freshwater assessment training workshop. Coimbatore, India.

2010 dates tbc

(March-April)

Eastern Himalayas Freshwater Biodiversity Assessment – review workshop
2010 dates tbc 

(mid-2010)

Indo-Burma Freshwater Biodiversity Assessment – review workshop. Location tbc

Eastern and Southern Africa

Oceania
1-5 February 2010
New Caledonia reptiles Red List assessment workshop, Nouméa and Koohnê, New Caledonia
Meso America
Date change

April/May 2010  tbc
Marine Species: Sea Cucumbers Red List assessment workshop, Panama City, Panama.

Dec2009/Jan2010 

Mexican Freshwater Fish – Red List assessment workshop (dates tbc), Mexico

Europe
1-5 February 2010 
European Molluscs Red List assessment workshop, London (in collaboration with ZSL)

South America
West Asia

31 Jan – 01 Feb 2010

Red List Training workshop, Sharjah, United Arab Emirates

West and Central Africa
North America
2010

Sonoran Global Cactus Red List Assessment, Arizona.


	
	Other IUCN News

	
	Biodiversity is life – Asia region 

To mark the beginning of the International Year of Biodiversity, the Asia region presents a few examples of their work to conserve the biodiversity of life that is so critical for health and long-term sustainability of this vibrant region.  Highlighted projects range from elephant fostering in Sri Lanka, to saving sea turtles in Viet Nam, conserving medicinal plants for better health in Bangladesh, enhancing biodiversity in the Juniper forests of Pakistan and community management of biodiversity in Thailand  Full details


	
	Business & Biodiversity Programme news

Building Bridges: the third edition of IUCN’s e-newsletter with News & Views on Conservation and the Private Sector is online now.  Features include : Valuing the Dead Sea Basin, Conservation of forest biodiversity, Biofuels conference, Mediterranean Aquaculture and The Management of Natural Coastal Carbon Sinks


	
	Wild Talk January edition

The monthly podcast/radio download product produced by IUCN offering environmental news and features drawing on the joint expertise of thousands of scientists and conservationists from around the world.

· IUCN Director General speaks of her hope for the International Year of Biodiversity: The world is facing a global extinction crisis which threatens not only the natural environment but mankind itself. Species, ecosystems and natural resources, which all life on earth depends upon, must be safeguarded before it’s too late. That’s the message from IUCN for the International Year of Biodiversity. Julia Marton-Lefèvre, IUCN's Director General, says she has great hopes for what can be achieved during 2010.
· Flying high - birds of prey taught how to spread their wings: Birds of prey which have always lived in captivity often don't have the opportunity or skills to fly. Jacques-Olivier Travers, from the bird of prey centre Les Aigles du Leman, in Haute Savoie in France, teaches birds at the centre how to use their wings and gain their freedom in the skies 
· Europe’s greenest office building nearing completion A building, designed to show that a sustainable work environment is viable, comfortable and affordable, is almost finished. In just a couple of months, staff will start moving into IUCN's Global Conservation Centre in Gland, Switzerland, which houses the latest technologies in green building design. 
· Action needed against species extinction The latest update of the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ showed that 21 percent of all known mammals, 30 percent of all known amphibians, 12 percent of all known birds, and 28 percent of reptiles, 37 percent of freshwater fishes, 70 percent of plants, 35 percent of invertebrates assessed so far are under threat.  Craig Hilton Taylor, manager of the IUCN Red List Unit in Cambridge, England, says he hopes the International Year of Biodiversity will turn this situation around
Download each of these at: http://www.iucn.org/wildtalk
. 



	For more information or if you wish to submit an item please contact 

Claire Santer – SSC Membership & Administrative  Assistant, Species Programme.




