
DO YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A SAWFISH (PRISTIDAE) AND 
A SAW SHARK (PRISTIOPHORIFORMES)?

I’m a saw shark. I only grow up 
to about 1.5m in length. I only live 

in the ocean.

My saw is 
shaped like a 
long triangle 

with a pointed 
tip. I have one 

barbel on each 
side of my 

saw — It looks 
like I have a 
moustache!

I’M RELATED TO OTHER SHARKS LIKE WHITE
SHARKS AND TIGER SHARKS, SO MY GILL SLITS ARE 

ON THE SIDES OF MY BODY, BEHIND MY Eyes. 

I’m a sawfish. I can reach up to 7m in
length when i’m an adult! I live in the ocean, 

but baby sawfish live in mangroves and 
sometimes even in rivers (freshwater). 

My saw has 
fewer teeth, 

but they 
are wider, 
stronger 
teeth. My 
saw has 

a rounded 
blunt tip.

I may look 
like a shark 
but i’m more 

closely 
related to 

rays. That’s 
why my gill 
slits are on 
my ventral 

surface, 
near my 
mouth.

If you are recording sawfish or saw sharks 
in fisheries catches, be sure to look carefully 

and record the right one. Sawfish are very 
rare and endangered, so we need to collect 
as much information about them as we can!
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