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For Lamin Sowe, and the children of fisherfolk everywhere.

Protect Africa’s Sawfishes works throughout Africa to collect
information on sawfish populations and collaborates with
governments and local communities to understand how
best to protect those populations from decline.

save our sedas

foundation

This book was produced with support from National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Marine
Fisheries Service (grant number NAT5NMF4690193), the Save Our Seas Foundation (grant number SOSF-2016-369),
the Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation and the IUCN Shark Specialist Group. Special thanks to Nick Dulvy, Peter Kyne and

Michael Scholl.
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Marma, what is this!
st from a shark!

51t a weapon!




Its part of a ver spe|al st o Asavfit]

Sawfsh have lots of different names in different
parts of Africa. What is the sawﬁsh called
nyourvillagel e
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There used to be many sawfish in Atrica, close fo the coasts, in the mangroves and rivers,
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Now, many sawish have disappeared. Butwhy? There are a few reasons why sawfish have disappeared.
T el Adult sawtish live in the sea. They can grow to be very big, sometimes
S TR longer than  pirogue, but they are not aggressive and do not try
to attack humans
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But the sawfishs saw gets stuck in fshing nets, and then they are easy o caich. Unlike some other fsh, sawfsh only have a small number o babies every year.
The more fishing nets there are, the more sawiish get caught. ~ Suifwecatchtoo many sawish,they will isappear very qick)!
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Far from the coast, the roots of the trees in forests hold the soiltogether. But when people cut down
- treessothat they can sellthe wood, or farm on the land, the soil becomes loose. When it rains, the rain
T T the il into the e where |tbu|ldsup makmg he mversmuch shallower,

e '. * Femalesawfish thab vt toswim intoa river give birth to their babies
i Tresh water might not be able fo enter the river f it has become too shallow.



Baby sawiish like to hide in the mangroves, to stay away from crocodles and But when people cut down all the mangrove trees for wood,

big sharks that want to eat them. or £ grow rice, the sawfish have nowhere to ide.
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S Sawfih and oher bigsharks rd rays e
But why should we protect sawfish! an important part of the Life in the sez, the mangroves and the rivers




fFyou y of Fof the e |
ormangro > 0 cean, 1t becor the quantity of other types 50 we need to keep balance in our rivers, mangroves and seas, by not fishing too much of
of animal changes, e ammal hat people catch Tor food might disappear any one species. Then there will be enough food for everyonel




you catch a sawfish, keep it in the water if possible. Try to take i saw
0ut of the fishing net, or cut your fshing line
Then let it go back into the water,alive

But be careful, sawfishes are strong!
Ask a friend o help you.
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S0 Then, report your sawfish catch to your neaest fisheries ofier
They can use this information to learn more about sawfish in your are.
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- nave plenty of food now and in the fturel

Toke care of sawfish where you ve,and they will ke care of our rivrs and seas 50 Wi car
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