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The sawfishes, revered for millennia by coastal people
around the world, now face greater extinction risk than
any other family of marine fish. The Shark Specialist Group
(SSG) is executing a global strategy aimed at reigniting
sawfish reverence and sparking conservation action in
time to bring these iconic species back from the brink.

Characterized by long, toothed snouts (“rostra”), the
sawfishes are the largest of the rays, reaching seven
meters in length. Once found in the coastal waters
and rivers of more than 78 tropical and subtropical
countries, all five species are today classified as
Endangered or Critically Endangered on the IUCN
Red List. Mortality from targeted and incidental
fishing is the main threat to sawfish. Their rostra are
easily entangled in fishing gear, particularly trawls
and gillnets. The destruction of key habitats, such as
mangroves, also jeopardizes sawfish survival.
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In 2012, the SSG convened an expert workshop

to develop a comprehensive Global Strategy for
Sawfish Conservation, which was published in 2014. In
addition to setting forth a vision, goals, and prioritized
actions, the strategy reviews sawfish biology,
distribution, cultural value, history of exploitation,
current threats, regional status accounts, and
conservation policies.

In particular, the Strategy calls for complementing

an existing international ban on commercial sawfish
trade with national and regional actions to prohibit
intentional killing of sawfish, minimize mortality of
accidental catches, protect sawfish habitats, and
ensure effective enforcement of such safeguards. The
document also lays out specific objectives for strategic
research, capacity building, effective communications,
and responsible husbandry, as well as fundraising to
ensure implementation.

The first phase of the SSG Global Strategy for Sawfish
Conservation has brought impressive progress. Although
sawfishes remain in a dire state globally, the enthusiasm
and activities sparked in recent years offer hope for a
brighter future for these fascinating, iconic species.

The next stage of the Strategy is focused on developing
regional approaches that account for differing cultures
and opportunities across the remaining hope-spots.

Throughout the SSG Sawfish Network, members are
expanding efforts to:
e inspire public appreciation
¢ inform sound conservation policies
¢ build capacity in developing countries
e develop & distribute educational materials
e investigate key aspects, such as:
o presence & abundance of populations
o life history, movements & critical habitats
o bycatch mitigation & post-release mortality

o risks from mineral mining, subsistence take
& demand for parts

o alternative livelihoods & incentives for
fostering stewardship

o historical knowledge in un-surveyed countries.

The SSG is grateful to the Georgia Aquarium for hosting and helping to fund the 2017 Sawfish Workshop, and the
Dallas World Aquarium for supporting travel of key participants. The Curtis & Edith Munson Foundation and the
Disney Conservation Fund generously provided funding for production and distribution of this report.
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Engagement from scientists, conservationists,
government officials, fishers, divers, and the
public is crucial to saving sawfish.

SPREAD THE WORD: Share information about
the plight and needs of sawfishes with your friends,
colleagues, and representatives.

REPORT SIGHTINGS: If you see a sawfish in the
wild, or its parts for sale, ask questions and let the
authorities know. Share the information on social
media: @ UCNShark

BE AN ADVOCATE: Encourage government officials to
prioritize protection of sawfish and their habitats through
national actions and/or leadership in international fora.

CONDUCT A “RAPID ASSESSMENT": If you live in
an area where sawfish presence is uncertain, you can
gather important information through interviews with
local people. (Go to www.iucnssg.org for details).

JOIN US: A key objective of the Sawfish Strategy is
to grow our network of experts and regional leaders.

LEARN MORE: Explore these topics and more at
www.iucnssg.org
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IUCN Species Survival Commission Shark Specialist Group (SSG): iucnshark@gmail.com
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The SSG Global Strategy for Sawfish Conservation is structured around two main goals:
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